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OHAPTEE L. 

REGIMENTAL HISTORY-FIRST CAVALRY. 

REGIMENTAL R O S T E R — M O V E TO ST. L O U I S — T o CAPE GIRARDEAU— 

OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEAST MISSOURI—RAID INTO ARKANSAS—DISAS

TER AT LA ANGUILLE PERRY—HELENA—RETURN TO CAPE GIRARDEAU 

—ATTACK ON CAPE GIRARDEAU—ORDERED TO TENNESSEE—IN ROSE-

CRANs' A R M Y — B A T T L E OF CUICAMAUGA—ANDERSON'S CROSS ROADS 

— OPERATIONS IN EAST T E N N E S S E E — I N THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN — 

CAMPAIGN OF 1865—ASSAULT AND CAPTURE OF W E S T POINT—CESSA

TION OF HOSTILITIES—PURSUIT OF JEFFERSON D A V I S — H i s CAPTURE 

— M U S T E R OUT—RETURN HOME—STATISTICS. 

CO L O N E L E d w a r d Danie ls , in the S u m m e r of 1861, was au
thor ized by the W a r D e p a r t m e n t to recru i t and organize one 

bat ta l ion of cavalry in Wiscons in . H e was subsequent ly author
ized to raise tAÂ o more companies. T h e Governor, in October, 
was author ized to complete t he reg iment , by the organizat ion of 
six addi t ionalal companies . T h e location of the rendezvous Avas 
changed from Ripon to Kenosha , and the reg iment took up its 
quar te rs a t C a m p Harvey. H e r e its organizat ion AÂas perfected, 
and the mus te r into the Uni ted States service completed on the 
8th of March , 1862, and the reg iment left the State on the 17th, 
for St. Louis , w i th the following ros te r : 

COLONEL —EDWARD DANIELS, 

Lieutenant Colonel ; Majors—First Battalion, OSCAR H . L A G R A N G E ; Second 
Battalion, H E N R Y POMEROY ; Third Battalion,Wii.i.iAi:i H. TORREY ; Adjutant — CHARLE.S 
W. B U R B A N K ; Quartermaster-J. C. M A S O N ; Commissary —HERMAN J. S I I U L T I E S ; Bat-
talUm Adjutants-First Battalion, R I C H A R D L . GOVE ; Second Battalion, E D W I N F . BROOKS; 
Third Battalion, GEORGE O. C L I N T O N ; Battalion Quartermasters—First Battalion, J O H N 
T A Y L O R ; ^-co/id .Bo^^a/ion.AA'ALLACE AV. L A G R A N G E ; Third Battalion, S. H. HAND; Sur
geon—HORATIO N. G R E G O R Y , First AssislaiU Surgeon —CHARL.ES II . L O R D ; Second 
Assistant Surgeon —HENRY AÂ  CAUSDELL; Chaplain —Rev. GEORGE AV. DuiiiiORE. 
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Co. Captains. 
A—Thomas H. Mars, 
B —Henry S. Eggleston, 
C — James W. Declser, 
D—Nelson Bruett , 
E —Richard H Chittenden, 
F—John Hyde, 
G—Nathan Paine, 
H—Lewis M. B. Smith, 
I —AVilliam M. Hoyt, 

K—Algernon S. Seaton, 
L —Henry Harnden , 
M— Thomas J . Connatty. 

First LieutenarUs. 
Levi Howland, 
F r a n k T. Hobbs, 
Alexander B. Burrows, 
Fernando C. Merrill, 
Augustus J. Hunt , 
Newton Jones, 
Stephen V, Shipman, 
J ames M. Comstock, 
Joseph H. Morrison, 
Gilbert D. Coyle, 
H i r a m Hilliard, 
George W. Barter. 

Second Lieutenants. 
Will iam J. Philips, 
John T. Consaul, 
Charles F. Huxford, 
George W. Frederick, 
Thomas W. Johnson, 
Henry W. Getchell, 
Joseph E Mosher, 
Wil l iam S. Cooper, 
AVilliam G. Cooper, 
Joseph E. Atwater , 
Talbot C, Ankeny , 
John A, Owen, 

Arriving at St. Louis, on the 19th of March, 1862, they were 
quartered at Benton Barracks. Here they completed their 
outfit, and on the 28th of April, the regiment moved down the 
Mississippi on transports to Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

The Regimental Adjutant, Charles W . Burbanks, was mustered 
out on the 25th of March, and Lieutenant S. V. Shipman, acted 
as Adjutant. 

Colonel Daniels was placed in command of the post, and as
signed to the district of Southeast Missouri. On the 10th of 
May, a force of six squadrons proceeded to Bloomfield, fifty miles 
from Cape Girardeau, and took possession of the place. Major 
Pomeroy Avas placed in command of the post and was appointed 
Provost Marshal. From this time until the regiment left South
east Missouri, they were engaged in scouting in various direc
tions, repeatedly encountering the enemy. Ten miles south of 
Bloomfield, a rebel camp Avas broken up, and a fcAV days after the 
rebel Colonel Phelan, and about 100 of his folloAvers were cap
tured. An expedition was made to Chalk Blufts, on the St. 
Francis River. On the 14th of May, the river was crossed and 
the enemy's camp was found two or three miles beyond, and a 
skirmish occurred in which the regiment lost three killed, and 
four wounded, among them Lieutenant William J. Philips, of 
Company A, Avho was mortally wounded. 

The casualties as reported, were; 

K I L L E D OR D I E D OF WOVNUS.—Company ^ — L i e u t e n a n t Wil l iam J. Philips and 
Pr ivate AVilliam McClaughrey. Company i>— Private Solomon Howard —3, 

WovNDED.—Company ^ — P r i v a t e s Charles Ence and Thomas Tafe, Company C— 
Private J. O, Tuttle. Company D — Lieutenant F . C. Merrill—4. 

On the 2l8t of of May, a detachment under the command of 
Colonel Daniels, proceeded to Kennett, in Dunklin County, 
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Avhere they learned that a steamer loaded with supplies was lying 
in Little River, at Hornersville, ten or twelve miles distant. Col
onel Daniels pushed forward and succeeded in capturing the boat 
with about fifty prisoners, and a valuable cargo of sugar, molasses 
and other stores. On the 1st of June, Dr. H. N. Gregory was 
killed by a shot from a rebel sharpshooter at Chalk Bluff". 

i^ot content Avith confining his operations to the district to 
Avhich he Avas assigned. Colonel Daniels took the responsibility 
of making a raid into Arkansas. The regiment Avas concentrated 
at West Prairie, about thirty miles south of Bloomfield. About 
sixty men Avere left at Cape Girardeau, under command of Lieu
tenant Shipman, who had been appointed commandant of the 
post by order of the Department commander. About fifty men 
Avere left at Bloomfield, under the command of Captain Hyde. 
A fcAV men also remained to guard the stores left at camp on 
West Prairie. 

On the 12th of June, Major La Grange was commissioned 
Lieutenant Colonel, and Captain Henry S. Eggleston, Major. 

The regiment left West Prairie on the 9th of July, with three 
pieces of artillery, and reached Chalk Bluff"that evening, crossed 
the river and encamped. While crossing, one of the boats sunk 
Avith the cannon, and one man lost his life. Private Streeter, of 
Company C. The cannon Avas recovered next day. 

The route pursued by the regiment Avas along CraAvley's Ridge, 
a remarkable geographical feature of the country, having its 
northern termination in the hilly region NortliAvest of Cape Gir
ardeau, and running in a southerly direction, inclining a little 
easterly betAveen the St. Francis and White rivers, for about 250 
miles, and terminating in a bluft\at Helena, Ark. 

From Chalk Bluff', on the 10th, Captain Harnden, of Company 
L, AA'as sent in advance Avith about one hundred men, and reached 
Oak Bluff', or Scatterville, about daylight of the 11th, and sur
prised a force of 125 rebels, killing eight, and capturing fourteen 
prisoners, Avith a large number of rifles, and several horses and 
mules. The march Avas continued by Avay of Scatterville, Gaines
ville, Greensboro, Jonesboro, Ilarrisburg and Wittsburg, to 
Madison, Avithout meeting the rebels in any considerable force. 
On the 16th, the regiment reached Jonesboro, Avhcn Captain 
Harnden was detached Avith thirty men to Cache River bridge and 
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captured ten men and a Lieutenant Colonel, Inspector General 
of the rebel forces in that part of Arkansas. The regiment 
reached Madison on the 22d, and captured the steamer Carl with 
several prisoners. 

From Madison, Colonel Daniels proceeded to Memphis over 
land, Avhere he found orders from the Department commander at 
St, Louis, inquiring by what authority he had left the post and 
district assigned him, and ordering the immediate return of the 
regiment. Colonel Daniels returned to Madison, and on the 28th, 
took passage in the steamer Carl, for Helena, and never rejoined 
the regiment. The First and Second Battalions, marched to La 
Anguille Ferry on the 28th, and reached Marianne, eight miles 
beyond, on the 29th. A lieaA^y train of baggage wagons, escorted 
by the Second Battalion, under Major Eggleston, had moved 
several miles in the rear during the march. The train left Witts
burg on the 2d of August, marching to La Anguille Ferry, and 
camping on the north shore of the stream, where, on the morn
ing of the 3d of August, they were surprised about daylight, by 
an overpoAvering force of the enemy, and but little resistance 
could be made. The Chaplain of the regiment, Rev. George W. 
Dunmore, was killed Avhile dressing himself. 

The list of killed, and those Avho died of wounds, we take from 
the Adjutant General's record. 

K I L L E D OR D I E D OF WOUNDS.—iSirtjf Officer- Chaplain George W. Dnnmore. Company 
B— Sergeant Wil l iam P. AVare, Corporals M. J, Bushnell , F. W. Hazard and E F, Mead, 
Pr ivates Bradley Brown and Samuel Banker . Cmfnpany E—VrivaXe Wil l iam F. Mills. 
Cbnipa«i/-P—Private Edward Ochmer. Cmnpany I—Vriw&Xes, O. F. Willis and Adr ian 
Horton. Cmnpany JT—Private Phi lander Truesdell. Cmnpany i —Privates Nicholas 
Fr lddle and Carey C. Webb. Company M— Pr ivate Enoch Young —15. 

Fifty seven were taken prisoners, and also twenty men of a 
Union Arkansas company, six of AÂ hom were afterwards shot 
by the rebels at Little Rock, Nearly 100 negroes Avho were fol-
loAving the train were captured, many of whom were shot down 
in cold blood. 

The train consisted of twenty wagons laden with supplies,, 
three ambulances, and two wagons with ammunition, also all 
the regimental papers, which Avere all captured by the rebels. 
The regiment under the command of Lieutenant Colonel La 
Grange, moved in immediate pursuit of the enemy as far as 
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Rough and Ready. Returning next day to Marianne, on the' 
5th, they marched to Helena, arrived there on the 6th, and 
reported to General Curtis. 

When betAveen Wittsburg and Madison, on the 29th of July, 
Captain Porter, of Company I, Avas ordered to detach tAventy-tAvo 
men and gather the sick Avho had been left on the march, and. 
return Avith them to Bloomfield. When near Jonesboro, Captain 
Porter reports that he attacked a rebel camp, drove the enemy 
and took several prisoners, and other spoils. Proceeding to 
Jonesboro on the 2d of August, he took possession of the Court 
House, Avhich in the night Avas surrounded by about tAVO hundred 
rebels, Avho after a sharp fight, compelled him to surrender. 
They Avere soon paroled, and Avith those able to move forAvard, 
pushed through the AÂ oods to the Mississippi River at Osceola. 

The casualties in this affair as reported by Captain Porter, 
were: 

K I L L E D OR D I E D OF WOUNDS.—Cbwpanyi"—Privates Edward Stanley, J o h n Somby, 
F r a n k Obermlre, Benjamin Ratt«lle, Peter Scliuck, Je remiah AVhite a n d W m . Abells, 
who Avas murdered by the rebels next day, near Scatterville—7. 

W^OONDED.-Pr iva t e s George R. Wil l iams and Nelson Nickerson —2. 

Eight of the detachment were missing, and eight Avere taken 
prisoners and paroled. 

On the 10th of August, the regiment Avas assigned to General 
Yandever's brigade, and moved out and camped on the Claren
don road until the 23d of September, engaged in scouting, having 
several men Avounded. 

On the 27th of September, the First Battalion, under Lieuten
ant Colonel La Grange, arrived at Cape Girardeau, the Third 
Battalion arrived a fcAV days after, having rescued the steamer 
Forest Queen from a band of guerillas at the mouth of the 
Obion River. The Second Battalion arrived on the 29th of 
September, and encamped Avith the rest of the regiment one mile 
from town. On the 3d of October, the regiment moved to 
Greenville, Mo., leaving 400 sick at Cape Girardeau. 

On the 23d of July, the squad left at West Prairie, Avere 
attacked, and Corporal E. W. Ilouck, of Company B, Avas mor
tally Avounded. The most of the stores at that point Avere safely 
moved to Bloomfield. 
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In the latter part of July, the rebels made a spirited attack 
on Bloomfield, which was admirably defended by the little forco 
imder Captain Hyde. W e find Job Warren, of Company E, 
reported killed at Bloomfield, on the Ist of August. They made 
another attack on the 11th of September, when Captain Hyde 
was compelled to evacuate the town, and retire to Greenville. 
Abner J . Keller,' of Company E, is reported killed. A force of 
500 men was sent from Greenville, and the place was retaken, 
but was held only a short time, the whole force returning to 
Greenville. •> 

Adrian Horton, of Company I, died of wounds, August 5th, 
1862, and Henry Yau Yalen, of Company H, died of wounds, 
September 12th, 1862, and C. M. Skinner, of Company A, died 
of wounds, October 26th, 1862. 

From Greenville the regiment moved to Patterson, about thirty 
miles from Pilot Knob, and Avas brigaded in General Benton's 
Division of the Army of Southeast Missouri. During the Avinter 
the regiment encamped at West Plains, Pilot Knob, and St Gene
vieve, and engaged in scouting duty, and in the spring, the 
regiment was nearly all concentrated at Cape Girardeau. 

Colonel Daniels never returned to the regiment, and finally 
resigned. Lieutenant Colonel La Grange was commissioned as 
Colonel, and Major Pomeroy as Lieutenant Colonel, on the 5th 
of February, 1863. On the 11th of December, 1862, Captain 
Thomas H. Mars was commissioned as Major, vice Major 
Eggleston, deceased. 

In April, General Marmaduke advanced into Southeastern 
Missouri, and moved forward to attack Cape Girardeau. On the 
24th, Company E, under command of Captain S. Y. Shipman, 
was stationed to guard a bridge across Whitewater River, about 
sixteen miles from Cape Girardeau, on the Bloomfield road. One 
column of Marmaduke's army numbering about 3,000 men, ap
proached. A body of about 300 men moved above the bridge 
some distance, crossed the river, and took possession of the only 
road through the sAvamp in rear of Captain Shipman's position. 
The enemy's Avhole force then moved against the bridge, which 
Captain Shipman found it impossible to hold. He therefore at
tempted to retreat to Cape Girardeau under cover of the dark
ness. Falling into an ambuscade set by the enemy, Captain 
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Shipman ordered his men to cut their way through, himself and 
Lieutenant Ogden leading the charge. In the attempt Captain 
Shipman Avas scA^erely Avounded, having his thigh bone badly 
shattered by a pistol ball, and Avas taken prisoner, Avith several 
of his men. Lieutenant Ogden, Avith tAventy-tAvo men, succeeded 
in cutting their Avay through and escaped to the Cape. Captain 
Shipman Avas paroled and sent into Cape Girardeau, under a flag 
of truce, where by superior surgical aid, his life Avas saved Avithout 
amputation of the limb. 

The casualties as reported, were: 

K I L L E D OR D I E D OF WovNT>a.—Company E— Privates Henry Barden, Chas. M.Durant, 
Warren A. Gale and S. V. Corbin — 4. 

On the 25th, Marm.aduke attacked Cape Girardeau Avith great 
vigor, and after a time, demanded its surrender, AA'hich General 
McNeill refused, and the fight Avas resumed. A second demand 
for its surrender was made, but it AA'as again refused. In the 
mean time General Yandever Avas on the way to reinforce Gen
eral McNeill, upon ascertaining Avhich fact, Marmaduke fell back 
to Jackson, Avhere he was attacked by General Yandever on the 
27th, and soon began his retreat. General McNeill endeavored 
to reach the bridge over the Whitewater, to intercept him, but 
the rebel General succeeded in reaching the bridge first and de
stroyed the greater part of it. On the 28tli, Major Torrey, Avith 
four companies of the regiment, had the bridge repaired by 11 
o'clock, A. M,, when McNeill's forces crossed and resumed the 
pursuit. The bridge over the Castor River, Avas also destroyed 
by the rebels. The stream Avas forded, and General McNeill 
advanced toAvards Bloomfield, Avhere a severe skirmish ensued 
lasting all day. The enemy finally retreated across the St, Fran
cis at Chalk Bluff', upon Avhich further pursuit AA\IS abandoned, 
and General McNeill's forces returned to Cape Girardeau. The 
First Cavalry took an active part in the defence of the toAvn and 
was in the advance in the pursuit, its conduct eliciting the Avarm-
est commendations from the commanding General, Sergeant 
Mitchell O'Neill, of Company C, and' Christian Bjornson, of 
Company G, Avere reported as killed at Cape Girardeau ; George 
P. Bates, of Company G, Avas killed at Castor River, and Corporal 
William Fenton, of Company H, at Bloomfield. 
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• In the Spring of 1863, General Rosecrans was authorized to 
increase his cavalry force, and sent an order to the First Wiscon
sin Cavalry to report to him at Nashville. The regiment accord
ingly embarked on the 1st of May, at Cape Girardeau, and pro
ceeded to join the Department of the Cumberland, reaching 
Eddyville, Ky., on the 4th, where they disembarked and marched 
to Clarksville, crossed the Cumberland River, and moved thence 
by way of Nashville to Triune, Tenn,, where they were assigned 
to the Second Brigade, First Division, Cavalry Aving of the Army 
of the Cumberland. The regiment Avas employed in picket duty 
till June 15th, Avhen the cavalry advanced, and on the 19th, had 
a skirmish at Middletown. The regiment accompanied the cav
alry column Avhich captured Shelbyville and a large number of 
prisoners. After the evacuation of Tullahoma by General Bragg, 
the regiment moved Avith Major General Stanley's cavalry column 
to Huntsville, Ala., where they remained, Avith the exception of a 
short time at Fayetteville, until the 15th of August, at which 
time they moved to Larkinsville, Ala., and camped. 

Accompanying the movements of McCook's TAventieth Corps, 
to which Stanley's cavalry division Avas attached, the First Cav
alry left Larkinsville on the 31st of August, and reached Steven
son on the 2d of September, crossed the Tennessee River, 
ascended Sand Mountain, and took the advance in McCook's 
movement down Wills' Yalley, to intercept the retreat of Bragg, 
from Avhence the Avhole corps Avas recalled by General Rosecrans 
and ordered to concentrate on Chicamauga Creek. On the 19th 
the regiment had an engagement Avith the rebel cavalry, about 
four miles south of Crawfish Springs, compelling the enemy to 
fall back across Chichamauga Creek, Avhile a flank movement by 
a portion of the regiment compelled them to retire still further, 
by Avhich the safety of the train Avas secured. Private Northrup, 
of Company G, was wounded in this affair. 

They bivouacked in line at CraAvfish Springs, and next day 
took an, active part in the cavalry movement on the extreme right 
of our line during the battle of Chicamauga. In the afternoon 
they moved toAvards Chattanooga, folloAved by the enemy's caÂ -
alry, and camped in line nine miles from the town. On the 21st, 
they Avere engaged in skirmishing all day, holding their position 
until the morning of the 22d, AAdien they Avere ordered to 
Chattanooga, and crossing the river, encamped on its north bank. 
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On the 26th of September, Major T. H. Mars resigned, and 
Captain Nathan Paine Avas appointed Major. 

On the 1st of October, the effective foree of the regiment en
camped Avith the brigade at Jasper, Tenn. Next day, Avliile on 
the march, it AÂas ascertained that the rebel General Wheeler's 
command, had burned a GoA^ernment train near Anderson's Gap. 
The First Wisconsin, then leading the brigade, AÂas ordered for
ward. Moving Avith great rapidity the advanced guard of the 
regiment under command of Captain Smith, overtook the rebel 
rear guard and promptly attacked it. The enemy retreated 
steadily, skirmishing constantly Avith the advance guard of the 
regiment, which pursued him closely for about tAvo miles, cap
turing eleven prisoners and liberating a number of our men, 
whom the enemy had previously captured. About a mile from 
the train, they encountered Martin's brigade, which the advance 
engaged and held until the arrival of the main body of the regi
ment, upon Avhich four companies were dismounted and pushed 
forward as skirmishers, a mounted company protecting each 
flank, and the remainder of the regiment held Avithin supporting 
distance. Advancing in this order, the skirmishers taking ad-
A'̂ antage of the nature of the ground, and moA'ing rapidly from 
cover to cover, drove the enemy, Avho sustained a loss of tAvelve 
killed, and a considerable number AA'ounded, a distance of tAA'o 
miles. Near this point, the enemy, in attempting to form, AA\as 
thrown into confusion by the fire of our skirmishers, and at the 
proper moment, the reserve charged and scattered his Avavering 
ranks in the Avildest disorder. Thirty-seven of the enemy AÂ ere 
killed and Avounded, and forty-two made prisoners, the latter 
mcluding a portion of the staff" of General Wheeler, Avho himself 
harroAvly escaped capture. In this affair, the regiment sustained 
a loss of Sergeant Forsyth, of Company D, severely, and three 
others slightly Avounded. The retreating rebels Avere pursued 
tAA'O miles further when the regiment Avent into bivouac, remain
ing until the 4th of October, Avhen they joined in pursuit of the 
rebel cavalry. 

Marching by way of Dunlap across the Cumberland Mountains 
they reached McMinnville, from Avhence they proceeded by Avay 
of Rogersville and Athens, to Huntsville, Ala., and on the even
ing of the 13th, took part in the skirmish at Maysville, Avith a 
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portion of the force of General Rhoddy, whom they pursued next 
day in the direction of Lamb's Ferry. On the 16th they marched 
to Salem, and next day encamped near Winchester, where they 
remained until the 20th of November, at which date they moved 
to Murfreesboro, Tenn. From this point, they moved by the 
way of Crab Orchard Gap into East Tennessee, and arrived on 
the 16th of December, at Knoxville. They continued their march 
by way of StraAvberry Plains, to New Market, where slight skir
mishing with the enemy took place on the 23d. During the 
night, Captain Harnden, with Company L, forced back the rebel 
pickets, and on the following day the regiment, under the com
mand of Major Torrey, took part in a severe engagement in 
which the rebels were driven across Mossy Creek.- They parti
cipated in several other engagements in this vicinity, successfully 
resisting the enemy's attempts to establish his line beyond the 
stream. 

The casualities as reported, were: 

KILLED.—Company i7—Private Jasper Talbot. Cmnpany JCr—Private Chatham Crook—2. 
WOUNDED*—Cbnipctfii/ i—Private B. Shook and L. Stewartr—2. 

On the I4th of January, 1864, they marched to and encamped 
near Daudridge, and were engaged next day with the enemy,losing 
one man wounded. In the action of the 17th, the enemy Avas at 
first forced back, but being assailed subsequently by greatly supe
rior numbers, our regiment was compelled to retire. Captain 
La Grange, Company D, was mortally wounded. 

The casualities as ofloiicially reported ; 

K I L L E D OR D I E D OP WOUNDS.—Cbnrpanj/ G—Privates James Clark and J . C. Brail . 
Company £>—Captain W. W. La Grange, Company .0—Private Ar thur M o r g a n ^ . 

WovNDEX).—Company -4—Corporal H. S. Chase and Private Charles R. Dodge, Company 
.B—Sergeant N. Fields. Company O—Privates James Seaton and Edward Dwyer. 
Cmnpany J'—Private Horace G. Stockton, Company C?—Lieutenant Wi l l iam Langdon 
and Pr ivate Patr ick Moran. Company i?—Sergeant Clement H. Stockland and Cor
poral Phil l ip Dolan. Company J—Private Wil l iam Sherman. Cmnpany JT-Pr iva te 
Lewis Kress. Cmnpany Jf—Sergeant Henry G. Hubbard and Pr ivate W, Otter—14. 
Missing, 16. 

Eli Braid, of Company L, died of wounds, January 17th, 1864. 
During the night they marched toAvards Knoxville, through 

which they passed on the I9th, encamping on the Sevierville 
road. On the 2d of January, Major Torrey, was sent to Nash
ville to procure horses, and Major N. Payne was left in command 
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of the regiment. From the 21st of January, 1864, to March 12th, 
the regiment remained in East Tennessee, engaged in scouting 
duty, being stationed at different times at Sevierville, Marysville, 
Motley's Ford and Madisonville. 

Lieutenant Colonel Pomeroy having resigned on the 11th of 
February, Major William Torrey was commissioned Lieutenant 
Colonel, on the 1st of March. 

George E. Cardeman, of Company E, and Albprt L. Hinman 
and William Slater, are reported as dying of wounds April 14th, 
1864. 

The regiment on the 12th of March, encamped at Cleveland, 
Tenn,, where their numbers Avere augmented on the 26th, by the 
arrival of Lieutenant Colonel Torrey, with three hundred and 
fifty-four recruits, and fifty-six returned convalescents, increasing 
the aggregate strength of the regiment to one thousand and fifty-
eight. Lieutenant Colonel Torrey took command of the regi
ment. While stationed here, details frorn the regiment were 
constantly employed in scouting parties, from Avhich small num
bers were frequently captured by the enemy. On the 11th of 
April, a picket post Avas surprised, and Lieutenant CaldAvell, and 
nineteen men of Company L, Avere captured.. 

At the commencement of the Atlanta campaign, the regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Torrey, moving with the 
Second Brigade, Colonel La Grange commanding, of the First 
Cavalry Division, left Cleveland, Tenn., on the 3d of May, and 
skirmishing constantly on the advance, arrived on the 7th, at 
Varuell's Station, Ga., on the Cleveland and Dalton Railroad, ten 
miles from the latter place A. J. Keller, of Company E, was 
killed on the 3d of May. On the 9th of May, Colonel La Grange 
Avas ordered, Avith the Second Brigade, to develope the strength 
of the enemy on the railroad, three miles south of Varnell's. It 
was found that nearly the entire command of General Wheeler, 
supported by a division of infantry, occupied a strong position, 
and after a severe engagement, the brigade returned to Varnell's. 
In this affair, our regiment lost; Colonel La Grange, Captain 
G. O. Clinton and Lieutenant Sandon, captured by the enemy. 
The latter oflicer Avas also Avounded. Major Paine was badly 
injured by a fall from his horse and Lieutenants Warren and 
Crocker Avere Avounded. 
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The folloAving partial list of casualties we find reported: 

KiL,L,Eii. —Company C—Private Ichabod Howland. Company i?'—Corporal EUhu 
Newton. Company G —Private Joseph Gesser. Company Ji^—Sergeant Samuel M. 
Greenwood. Company i —Private George H.AVeaver —5. 

AVOUNDED.—CbmpaH /̂ .B —Saddler George Bailey. Company / )—Lieutenants James 
Crocker a n d John W. Warren, Privates George W, Bowers, Frederick Davely and 
Charles Rothe. Co)7ipany E—Sergeant Charles Rus.sell, Privates Wil l iam Dent, Hi ram 
G.AValker and Aid en Youngman. Company F—Sergt. Peter Schlick, Privates An thony 
Chesner, Caspar F. Knowles, George AV. Thompson, Geo. AV, Lord and Bethlel Bentley. 
Co77ipany I— Private J o h n Downey. Company K— Privates Thomas J. Lynch, George 
Potter and J . L. Stevens —20. 

MISSING.— Company B — Captain George O. Clinton, Corporal J o h n Skeels, Pr ivates D. 
E. Bates, Edgar AV. Baldwin and H. K. Foot. Company E— Corporal Stephen D. Hall , 
Privates D. Appleton, John Har t , Bailey Butchins, Charles Kelleps, Thomas Lynch, 
AViUiam Negas, Wil l iam Moel, Phl lo D. Payson, Eddress G. Van Scoter, James Van 
Doren, Alfred AVright and Nelson Fettemore. Company G—Lieut. AVm. Sandon —18. 

Jared L. Stevens, of Company L, died of wounds, July 12th, 
1864, 

At the battle of Resaca on the 15th, the regiment occupied the 
extreme left and had four men severely wounded, as folloAvs: 

Company A —Privates Nelson H. Brown, David N. Bell and Charles A. Ence. Company 
J — P r i v a t e H e n r y C Tarbox—4. 

On the 17th, Lieutenant Colonel Torrey went to the rear sick, 
and Major Paine assumed Command of the regiment. On the 
20th, Major Paine being Avounded, and disabled by a fractured 
arm, was sent to the hospital, and Captain Harnden, of Company 
L, took command of the regiment. On the 21st, the regiment 
had a heavy skirmish with the enemy, losing nine men missing. 

On the 26th of May, five companies, with a portion of the 
Fourth Indiana, charged a brigade of rebel cavalry at Burnt 
Hickory, capturing forty-seven prisoners. In this action Captain 
Harnden Avae badly wounded Avhile leading the charge, and Cap
tain Seaton then took command of the regiment. 

The casualties Avere: 

K I L L E D . — Company E— Pr ivate James Coddington — 1. 
AVOUNDED.—Conipaii^/ i —Captain Harnden , commanding the regiment. Company A — 

Private Goodsill A. Foss. Cojnpany C—Private Bristol Farnsworth . Company E— 
Pr iva te J a m e s Johnson. Company I— Pr ivate Ell Horton — 5. 

On the 1st and 2d of June, they participated, without loss, in 
the demonstration on Johnston's right, and on the 4th, a portion 
of the regiment drove out a small body of rebels, and occupied 
Ackworth. With the brigade, they dislodged the rebel force 
holding Big Shanty, on the 6th, and subsequently advanced with 
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the army to Lost Mountain. On the 1st of July, they marched 
from Lost Mountain to HoAvell's Ferry, on the Sweetwater. 
With the subsequent adv-ance of tbe army, they crossed the Chat-
tahoochie on the 22d. William Gerrets, of Company G, is reported 
killed on the 23d. 

On the 27th, they re-crossed theriver as part of General McCook's 
force for operations in rear of Atlanta, They again crossed the 
Chattahoochie next day, six miles below Campbelltown, Avhere 
the regiment Avas detached from the main body and ordered to 
CampbelltoAvn. TAVO miles east of the place, on the Fairbourn 
road, they attacked the advance of the rebel General Armstrong's 
division, and after a severe engagement, were compelled to retire 
with the loss of Major Paine, commanding regiment, killed, and 
Lieutenant Warren, Avounded and captured, Avith nine men killed, 
Avounded and missing. During the raid, the regiment lost forty 
men and oihcers, reported mostly as missing, 

Alajor Paine AÂas mortally wounded while making a charge. 
He fell from his horse saying, " I am shot—FORAVARD." He fell 
into the hands of the enemy and Avas taken to a house near by 
where he died. 

JSIajor Paine was a brave and efficient officer, and a thorough 
gentleman. 

Lieutenant Colonel William II . Torrey, who was then in com
mand of the brigade, was killed on the 30th of July. To Colonel 
Torrey great credit is due for so disciplining the regiment as to 
make it one of the best cavalry regiments in the serAdce. He 
Avas one of the bravest of officers, and his fall AA'as deeply felt by 
the brigade AA'hich he commanded. In the regiment the deaths 
of Colonel Torrey and Major Paine, were greatly lamented. 

Corporal J. T. Parsons and PriA^ate Ellis BroAvn, of Company 
C, were reported killed. 

Acting as guard to the pontoon train and battery, they returned 
on the 31st, to Marietta, ten miles south of Avhich place, they 
were aftcrAA-ards stationed to cover the return of stragglers from 
General jSIcCook's command, until the 7th of August, AÂ ien they 
received marching orders. On the 12th, they arrived at Carters-
ville, AA'here they remained, employed in forage and scout duty, 
until the 17th of October, Avhen they again marched, arriving on 
the 19th, at Calhoun, While at Calhoun, the Avhole available 
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force of the regiment was constantly engaged in scouting and 
foraging, losing a number of men by the guerillas. Here the 
escort of a wagon train, commanded by Major Harnden, Avhilst 
foraging on Pine Log Creek, was fiercely attacked by a band of 
guerillas, Avho Avere thoroughly routed, and the band broken up. 

They left Calhoun on the 4th of November, when they were' 
ordered to Louisville, Ky. Here the regiment lay in camp being 
reorganized, remounted and rearmed with improved weapons, 
until on the 4th of December, under the command of Major 
Harnden, they set out in the direction of Nashville, then besieged 
by the rebel forces under General Hood. Upon arriving at Bowl
ing Green, on the 12th, the regiment accompanied the movement 
of the Second and Third Brigades, which were ordered to pro
ceed by forced march to Hopkinsville, where a force of the enemy 
was reported 2,000 strong, consisting of cavalry and artillery, 
under command of General Lyon. They arrived in front of 
Hopkinsville on the 15th, and next morning drove the enemy 
from the town, capturing two pieces of artillery and fifteen 
prisoners. Our regiment lost five men wounded: 

WOUNDED.—Cbwjpany^—Privates Wil l iam H. Mlnnick, Henry S. Birch and J a m e s 
HIggs. Company F— Pr ivate J, B. Ayres, Cmnpany K— Pr ivate Je rv l s B. Miller — 5. 

They then pursued the enemy to Elizabethtown, overtaking 
about 400 of General Lyon's force at that point. Colonel La 
Grange, Avith twenty men of the regiment, at once charged upon 
the rebels, capturing eleven prisoners, Avhen the pursuit was 
abandoned. 

The campaign being closed, the regiment finally Avent into 
winter quarters at Waterloo, Ala., Avhere they remained until the 
10th of March, 1865, when they moved across the Tennessee RiA êr 
to ChickasaAV, and on the 22d of March, took up their line of 
march for the interior of Alabama, and crossing the Black 
Warrior River at Jasper, on the 31st, arrived at MontaA^allo. 

On the 6th of January, 1865, Major Harnden was commissioned 
Lieutenant Colonel, and Captains Shipman and HoAvland, Ma
jors, and on the 25th of February, Captain NcAvton Jones was 
commissioned Major. 

On the 1st of April, the Second Brigade Avas detached from 
the main column, and ordered to move to the right. One bat
talion of the regiment, under command of Major Shipman, 
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moved forAA ârd in advance to Centreville, Avhere they put to flight 
a small force of the enemy, capturing fifteen prisoners. Upon 
being joined by the balance of the brigade, they crossed the Ca-
haAvba River at Centreville, and bivouacked for the night at 
Scottsville, having marched upAA ârds of forty miles during the 
day. Early next morning they encountered Jackson's division 
of rebel cavalr}'^, and after a severe engagement, lasting tAvo 
hours, during which, Thomas H. Deming, of Company E, Avas 
killed, and two captured, they fell back tOAvards Selma. They 
subsequently marched in various directions a distance of nearly 
tAVO hundred miles, and on the 6th, arrived at Selma, AAdiere they 
rejoined the main column and remained tAvo days. Crossing the 
Alabama, on the evening of the 9th of April, the brigade leading 
the marching column, had adA^anced about fiA'e miles from the 
river, AAdien they met the enem}^, and a running fight commenced 
in which the rebels were rapidly driven back, over a distance of 
about tAventy-five miles, the brigade entering LoAvndesboro at 
dusk. On the evening of the 12th, they occupied Montgomery, 
Avhich Avas surrendered to the brigade, and continuing the march 
had adA-anced but tAvo miles from the capitol, when they Avere 
fired upon. The First Wisconsin, and Seventh Kentucky, Avere 
then detached from the brigade and attacked the rebels, AA'ho had 
erected barricades about tAÂo miles apart. In the running fight 
which occurred as the rebels withdrcAv in their front from one 
barricade to another, the First Wisconsin Avas the only regiment 
actually engaged, and captured one hundred prisoners, sustaining 
a loss of one killed and five AA^ounded. 

The folloAving casualties on the 14th, Avere reported by Lieut. 
Waterman: 

KILLED.—Owipawj/ 0—Sergeant AVm. A. Carson and Pr ivate George Condiman—2. 
\A'0UND.ED.— Company A — Pr ivate Andrew J . Pearson. Company E— Sergeant Edward 

Culver. Cbmpan^/?'—Private Carl G. Metzner. Company L—Second. Lieutenant J, L-
Aekley, First Sergeant AValter Carpenter, Corporal D, B. Turner and AVm. Taunton — 7, 

Passing through Tuskegee and Auburn, they reached West 
Point, Ga., at noon on the 16th of April. The brigade imme
diately assaulted and captured Fort Tyler at this place, Avith its 
garrison of tAvo hundred men. Our regiment, dismounted, carried 
one side of the fort. They Avere the first to cross the ditch, and 
for twenty minutes, lay on the embankment Avithin ten feet of 
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the enemy waiting for the other regiments assigned to the attack 
TO attain position. At the appointed signal, they sprang up, 
when the garrison displayed the Avhite flag. Loss, seven killed, 
including Lieutenant Yosburg, and fourteen wounded, including 
Lieutenant Colonel Harnden, slightly. 

The folloAving casualties at West Point on the 16th of April, 
were reported by Lieutenant Waterman, Adjutant of the 
regiment: 

K I L L E D . — Cotnpany A — First Lieutenant Sheldon E. Vosburg, Privates Washington 
Dolph, Godfrey Gnrgis and Valent ine Brant, Company jy—Privates Edgar AVyman and 
John Furgnson — 6. 

AVouNDKD.—i '̂iWd O^cer—Lieutenant Colonel Henry Harnden . Company A — Ser
geant Charles R. Dodge, Privates Je remy H. Smith and Lewis Clark. Company B-^ 
Private I. B. Jackson. Company C— Corporal J ames T. Lyons, Pr ivates AVilliam Bond, 
AVilliam Mehriug and Herber t Fassbinder. Comjyany JD — Sergeant J. L. Fredericks and 
Pr ivate Edward Weldon. Cmnpany / f—Sergeants Josiah T. Foster and Azram Knapp, 
Company J /—Sergeant N. L. AVhite and Corporal AVilliam Grassman —15. 

Sergeant Farrell, of Company K, Avas the first man to enter 
the fort. On the 17th, they crossed the Chattahoochie at West 
Point, and on the morning of the 21st, arrived at Macon, Ga,, 
Avhere they Avent into camp. 

General Wilson, in his report, speaks highly of Lieutenant Col
onel Harnden's management of the regiment, and recommended 
him for promotion. 

The last active duty Avhich this regiment was called upon to 
^perform in the closing scenes of the rebellion, has already become 
historic by its association with the capture of Jefiferson Davis, 
President of the so called Southern Confederacy. 

In compliance with orders from the division commander, a 
detachment of 150 men of the First Wisconsin, under command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harnden, left Macon on the evening of 
the 6th of May, and proceeding by Avay of Jeflfersonville, in 
TAviggs County, where Lieutenant Hewitt, with thirty men, was 
detached to guard the cross roads, reached Dublin, in LaAvrence 
County, fifty-five miles from Macon, on the evening of the fol
lowing day, and encamped near the ferry across the Oconee 
River. A t Dublin, Lieutenant Colonel Harnden ascertained that 
a train of light Avagons and ambulances, with a number of led 
horses, had crossed the ferry during the day, taking the Jackson 
road, and subsequently learned that Davis and his Avife were Avith 
the train. Leaving Lieutenant Lane, with forty-five men, to 
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guard the ferry and patrol the roads, the balance of the detach
ment started in pursuit at daybreak on the 8th, and on reaching 
Turkey Creek Bridge, learned the exact'course the train had 
taken, and pushed forAA ârd, under the direction of a guide, to 
the site of their camp of the previous night, betAveen the forks 
of Alligator Creek. At this point they Avere but four hours 
behind the train, and after feeding the horses, the pursuit Avas 
resumed, across the main Alligator Creek, and through a SAvamp, 
to Gum Swamp Creek, in Pulaski County, where the trail 
became too indistinct to follow in the darkness, and the detach
ment bivouacked for the night. Next morning they Avere again 
in motion at three o'clock, and crossing Sugar and Cypress 
Creeks, proceeded to the Ocmulgee River, the bank of Avhich they 
folloAved, in the dense SAvamp, to Brown's Ferry. Here an acci
dent to the ferry boat, caused a delay of two hours in crossing 
the river, after AÂ hich they pushed forward to Abbeville, Avhich 
place the train had left at ten, in the morning, taking the road 
to IrAvinville, in IrAvin County. Promptly dispatching his com
mand in that direction. Lieutenant Colonel Harnden went to 
meet Colonel Pritchard, of' the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, who 
AÂas in the A^icinity, and Avhom he informed of the proximity of 
the train Avhich he had pursued for such a distance, and that his 
command had gone forward in pursuit. Declining his offer of 
additional force, on account of the difficulty of procuring forage. 
Lieutenant Colonel Harnden left Colonel Pritchard at Abbeville, 
to Avhich place he had been ordered, and moving rapidly forAvard, 
rejoined his command, Avhich, about ten miles from the town, 
discovered the camping ground of the train, so recently left that 
the fires had not yet been extinguished. Colonel Harnden con
tinued the pursuit through the pine Avoods, until nine in the 
evening, Avhen, feeling certain that the train Avas close at hand, 
and that an attack in the darkness might afford an opportunity 
for some of the party to escape, he halted his command, Avith 
orders to be ready for an early start. At three in the morning 
of the 10th of May, he again gave the order to move forAvard. 
The command had proceeded about a mile, when the adA^ance 
guard, commanded by Sergeant Ilussey, Avas ordered to halt, by 
a party of men partly concealed behind trees. Supposing he had 
run upon the rebel pickets. Sergeant Ilussey attempted to retreat, 

57 
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AAdien a heavy volley Avas fired upon the party, wounding three 
out of his seven men. Colonel Harnden then moved forward a 
squad of ten men, who were met Avith a similar volley, whereupon 
he deployed his Avhole force, and advanced rapidly, driAdng back 
the opposing force, one of Avhom Avas captured, proving to be a 
member of the Fourth jMichigan Cavalry, under command of 
Colonel Pritchard. All firing of course ceased, and upon expla
nation, it Avas shoAvn that Colonel Pritchard, after his intervicAV 
with Lieutenant Colonel Harnden at Abbeville, had selected a 
number of his best mounted men, pushed rapidly forward on the 
run, and thence by Avay of House Creek, back to Irwiuville, 
Avhich he reached before the arrival of the train. He had then 
sent a small force, dismounted, around to the rear of the train, 
and as he moved upon it with his principal force from the Irwiu
ville side. Lieutenant Colonel Harnden encountered his dis
mounted men, as aboA'C related. While this unfortunate collision 
Avas in progress, a portion of Colonel Pritchard's force captured 
the train. In this affair our regiment lost three severely, and 
scA^eral slightly wounded. 

The reAvard offered for the capture of Jeff", Davis will probably 
be divided, by the War Department, between the forces of 
Lieutenant Colonel Harnden and Colonel Pritchard. Colonel 
Wilson, commander of the cavalry corps, in a letter, says: 

Lieutenant Colonel Harnden is entitled to an equal share of the credit for the capture 
of Jeff. Davis, and is in no way responsible for the unfortunate collision which occurred. 

Lieutenant Colonel Harnden then returned as rapidly as possible 
to Macon, where he reentered camp on the 13th of May. 

The regiment left Macon, Ga., on the 6th of May, and marching 
northward, by way of Forsyth, Dalton and Ringgold, arrived on 
the 2d of June, at Chattanooga, Tenn., fromAvhich they resumed 
the march on the 7th, encamping on the 15th at Edgefield, Tenn., 
opposite Nashville. At this place, the First Wisconsin Cavalry 
was mustered out of service on the 19th of July, and shortly 
afterAvards, paid and disbanded. 

After the regiment went to Tennessee, Colonel La Grange was 
almost constantly in command of a brigade, and distinguished 
himself iu several brilliant actions, and gained the reputation of 
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being one of the very best cavalry officers in the service, and was 
brevetted Brigadier General on the 13th of March, 1865. 

Lieutenant Colonel Harnden was brevetted Colonel, and 
afterwards Brigadier General, and Major Shipman, Lieutenant 
Colonel and Colonel. 

Regimental Statistics,— Original strength, 1,124. Gain—by re
cruits in 1863, 295, iu 1864, 597, in 1865, 164; substitutes, 83; 
by draft iu 1863, 202, iu 1864, 76; veteran reenlistments, 61; 
total, 2,602, Loss—by death, 366; deserted, 91; transferred, 67; 
discharged, 634; mustered out, 1,444. 
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PART I 
  

HISTORY OF THE SECOND DRAGOONS 

 
The Second Dragoons are the oldest mounted regiment on continuous active service in the U.S. 
Army.  From its formation in 1836 to fight in the Second Seminole War, to its numerous 
deployments to the Middle East, the Regiment has distinguished itself in major campaigns:  the 
Indian Wars, the Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, both world wars, and 
the Persian Gulf War.  Along the way members of the Regiment served gallantly in action, and 
20 were awarded Medals of Honor. 

 
 

 

THE BIRTH OF THE REGIMENT 

 
To respond to the increasing trouble in Florida during the Second Seminole War, President 
Andrew Jackson issued an executive order 23 May 1836 forming the Second Regiment of 
Dragoons. Congress appropriated $300,000 for the Regiment, and the headquarters were 
established in June 1836 in Washington, DC. 

 

Colonel David Emmanuel Twiggs was the First Colonel of the Regiment. Nicknamed "Old 
Davey" or the "Bengal Tiger," his troops claimed that he could "curse them right out of their 
boots."  Lieutenant Colonel William Selby Harney was second in command, and later became 
the Second Colonel of the Regiment.  His temper was as fiery as his flaming red hair, and 
although brutal on the field of battle, his imaginative and conscientious leadership helped to 
shape the character of the Regiment. Twiggs and Harney set the initial tone of the Regiment and 
fostered many of its enduring qualities.   

 

Recruiting began immediately.  Companies A and I were organized in the Fort Myer Virginia 
area.  Company B obtained recruits in Virginia and Louisiana, Harney’s home state, while 

Company C recruited from Tennessee.  Companies B and C were not listed on the Regiment’s 

active returns until April 1837.  Company D was organized from a detachment of the First 
Dragoons in Florida and saw service there immediately.  Companies E, F, G, and H recruited 
mostly from New York, and Company K was recruited from New Orleans and activated in 
March 1837. 

 

In April 1837, the Regimental headquarters was moved to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, where a 
“School of the Trooper” was organized for the remaining companies, numbering over 400 new 

recruits.  The new troopers were excited to get their training under way.  As fast as the “green” 

horses were received they were introduced to their new riders, equally “green” at horsemanship.  

It was said that their “ambitious mounting in hot haste” frequently resulted in their immediate 

dismounting.  Veterans noted that their “quickness of time and variety of motions” were 

unparalleled in mounted tactics. 
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THE SECOND SEMINOLE WAR 

 
Even before the arrival of the Regiment for its first assignment, the men who became Company 
D had their first encounter near Micanopy, Florida. They drew "first blood" as members of the 
Regiment in July 1836 in a spirited engagement at Welika Pond, near Fort Defiance, Florida, on 
10 June 1836.  
 
In December 1836, the first four companies sailed from New York to Charleston, South 
Carolina, for immediate service in Florida. Company I joined them in Charleston, and Harney 
took command.  The Regiment arrived at the mouth of the St. John’s River, Florida, in January 

1837 and marched to Fort Mellon on Lake Munroe, arriving on 6 February.  This post fell under 
attack only two days later, embroiling the companies almost immediately in the war. 

 

On 9 September 1837, three companies of the Second Dragoons and two of Florida volunteers 
surrounded an Indian village.  At first light, the force captured the village, including the 
important chief, King Phillip. 
 
This action represented a shift in tactics.  Garrisons had previously waited in forts and responded 
when attacked, only to find that the Seminoles had melted back into the Florida Everglades.  
Though some experts doubted the wisdom of employing mounted troops in that terrain, the 
Second Dragoons pioneered the practice of taking the battle to the enemy.  The Indians 
responded by signing what would be a short-lived peace treaty. 
 
Chiefs Coacoochee and Osceola, however, did not sign the document and persuaded the rest of 
the members to return to the Everglades and continue the fight.  This pattern of warfare would be 
repeated so often that a poet wrote: 

 
“And yet ‘tis not an endless war, 
as facts will plainly show, 
Having been ended forty times 
In twenty months or so.” 

  

Harney would go to any length to defeat the enemy.  In March 1838, the Regiment took delivery 
from Samuel Colt of 50 Patterson Patent revolving carbines.  Legend has it that Harney 
purchased these weapons with his own money.  Fifty selected troopers were equipped with this 
new carbine and formed a Regimental corps of sharpshooters.  Some say that the sharpshooters 
were so successful that Harney bought 50 more carbines in 1839.  Thus, the Regiment earned its 
reputation both for daring new tactics and the use of new technology.  

 

The Regiment earned one red and black battle streamer for its participation in the Seminole War. 
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FORT JESSUP, LOUISIANA 

 
As the war with the Seminoles began to wind down, the Regiment was repositioned in Louisiana, 
which formed part of the eastern frontier of the Louisiana Purchase.  This was the Regiment’s 

first posting in the state of Louisiana. In October 1842, Companies A, D, E, F, and G were 
ordered to move to Fort Jessup, Louisiana, and Fort Towson, Arkansas.  The remaining 
companies worked to improve their positions and to scout for the last band of hostile Indians in 
Florida.   Upon completion of their tasks in Florida, these companies went to Louisiana, where 
the entire Regiment assembled.  Headquarters were at Fort Jessup and additional postings were 
to the Arkansas Territory and Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 

In August 1842 Congress passed a resolution to dismount the Regiment as a cost-saving 
measure, and it was reconstituted as a Regiment of Riflemen.  The Secretary of War noted in his 
report of 1842 that dismounting the Regiment saved very little money.  It was also pointed out 
that the distances along the frontier and the mounted Indian tribes of the area necessitated more 
mounted formations.  In March of 1843 the Regiment was re-mounted and again designated as 
the Second Dragoons. 

 

Fort Jessup was home to the Dragoons for four years. They patrolled the border between the 
United States and the Republic of Texas while providing security along the famous El Camino 
Real, which took travelers from Natchitoches, Louisiana, to Nacogdoches, Texas.  Life for the 
Regiment at Fort Jessup was a nice change from the deprivations of service in Florida.  Twiggs 
established a steam-powered sawmill at the fort to begin an extensive building program. (Visitors 
to the historic site of Fort Jessup, six miles east of Many, Louisiana, can see some of the original 
buildings of this frontier post.) 

 

Following a period of temporary duty in Europe, one Captain William J. Hardee briefly armed 
several of the Dragoon's companies with lances.  An Inspector General’s report said at the time 

that the unit was the “best drilled” outfit in the entire Army. 

 

In 1836 the Republic of Texas was established after fighting for its independence from Mexico.  
For the next decade, Mexico refused to recognize Texas's independence and made sporadic 
attempts to recover its lost province.  The country along the border was in constant turmoil as a 
result of these extremely ruthless raids.  On March 1,1845, Congress resolved to admit Texas 
into the Union.  The Mexican Government promptly broke off diplomatic relations with 
Washington. 

 
President James K. Polk continued to hope that the situation could reach a negotiated settlement.  
Not only did he wish to resolve the issue of the annexation of Texas, but he also wished to 
purchase additional Mexican territory extending all the way to the Pacific Ocean.  Negotiations 
were further complicated by a long unresolved dispute regarding the southern border of Texas. 
Spain and Mexico maintained that the southern boundary was the Neuces River, while the Texas 
and the United States claimed that the Rio Grande River was the international border.  In 
anticipation of hostilities, Brevet Brigadier General Zachary Taylor assembled an “Army of 

Observation” at Fort Jessup.    
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WAR WITH MEXICO 

 

In July of 1845, General Taylor’s force began moving to Texas. Most of his force embarked 

from New Orleans bound for Corpus Christi, Texas.  The Second Dragoons were the exception, 
choosing to proceed over land from Fort Jessup to Corpus Christi. They made the 501-mile 
march in 32 days, and reported to General Taylor in fine shape, contrary to some predictions 
from others outside the command.  In March of 1846 General Taylor was ordered to move his 
force to the Rio Grande River in order to repel any invasion. General Taylor’s force departed 

Corpus Christi to establish a base of operations at Point Isabel. The vanguard of his force, led by 
a squadron from the Second Dragoons and Major Ringold’s Flying Artillery, subsequently 

moved to establish Fort Texas along the Rio Grande River.  This position was directly across 
from the Mexican city of Matamoras, near what is now Brownsville, Texas. 

 

The Dragoons began an aggressive schedule of mounted patrols along the Rio Grande.  Acting as 
the eyes and ears for General Taylor and maintaining security along the flanks, the Regiment 
became well acquainted with the area and some of the local ranchers.  On 25 April 1846 General 
Taylor received word that the Mexican Army was crossing the river above and below his 
position.  Two companies of Dragoons moved to the lower crossing while Companies C and F 
went to reconnoiter the upper crossing.  The next day one of the Company’s native guides 

returned to camp claiming that the units had been attacked by a large force of Mexicans near La 
Rosia and that “all had been either cut to pieces or captured.”  The two companies of Dragoons, 
numbering 60 men, were surrounded and ambushed by over 500 Mexican cavalry.  They 
sustained nine dead and two wounded.  Thornton was pinned to the ground when his horse was 
shot dead in mid-air as he cleared an eight-foot wall of chaparral in an attempt to charge through 
the enemy.   The entire command, now under Captain William Hardee, was captured and taken 
to Matamoras. This battle gave President Polk the excuse he needed to invade Mexico. 

 

During a counter-attack at Palo Alto on 8 May 1846, the Regiment was largely responsible for 
forcing the enemy to the east and exposing its left flank.  The next day at Resaca de la Palma, 
General Taylor ordered Captain Charles A. May to silence a battery of Mexican cannons that had 
been blocking the Matamoras Road.  May said, “I’m going to charge them,” as he led his 

squadron (Companies D and E) through the American infantry lines and into the fire from the 
Mexican artillery.  May overwhelmed the battery and captured a Mexican general.  May’s order 

of the day, “Remember your Regiment and follow your officers,” has become the Regiment’s 

motto.   

 

Another hero of the Mexican war was Sergeant Jack Miller, whose small patrol was ambushed 
by a force five times its number near Monclova in November 1847.  The Dragoons were going 
for their carbines when Miller shouted:  “No firing, men!  If 20 Dragoons can't whip 100 
Mexicans with the saber, I'll join the Doughboys and cart a fence rail all my life.”  The Dragoons 
charged and killed six Mexicans, wounded thirteen, and captured seventy.  Casualties in Miller's 
unit were limited to only one man wounded and three mounts lightly scratched. 
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On 29 June 1846, Colonel Twiggs, the First Colonel of the Regiment, recently promoted to 
Brigadier General after ten years in command, passed command of the Regiment to his 
successor, Colonel Harney.  Harney remained in command for the duration of the Mexican War.  
Congress later awarded Twiggs a sword with a jeweled hilt and a gold scabbard as a tribute to his 
gallantry at Monterey.  The Regiment’s service proved invaluable in every major campaign of 

the war, and it is one of perhaps two regiments in the Army to have had elements participate in 
every battle.  The Regiment added 14 green and gray campaign streamers to the Regimental 
standard during the war with Mexico.  

 

 

THE NATION EXPANDS WEST 

 

After the Mexican war, the Regiment moved west to secure the country’s newly acquired 
territories for the influx of settlers.  In June of 1849 troopers from Company F under the 
command of Major Ripley Arnold established an encampment along the banks of the Trinity 
River in Texas, which they named Fort Worth in honor of General William J. Worth, whom the 
Regiment had served with during the final years of the Seminole War. This area is now known as 
“the fort that became a city,” Dallas/Fort Worth. 
 
The Regiment spent the pre-Civil War period fighting Indians and securing the routes that 
brought settlers into the new territories of the United States. In 1854, the Second Dragoons took 
part in a campaign against the Sioux Indians and soundly defeated a sizable Brule Sioux force 
near Ash Hollow, Nebraska, without incurring a single loss.  This action forced the Sioux to sign 
a peace treaty. 
 
In late 1857, in response to reports of harassment and abuse of Federal officials from 
Mormon settlers in Utah, a battalion formed from the Regiment was sent to put down Mormon 
resistance to U.S. authority as part of a 2,500 man expeditionary force.  Expecting a 
confrontation, the Mormon leader and Utah governor, Brigham Young, mobilized the Utah 
militia, but agreed to terms just before the expeditionary force reached the state.   This long and 
arduous winter march is immortalized in the Don Stiver print, “Never a Complaint.” 
 
On 14 June 1858, Harney was promoted to Brigadier General and Philip St. George Cooke was 
appointed the Third Colonel of the Regiment. During this time Colonel Cooke published the 
definitive manual on cavalry tactics, which was used by both sides in the Civil War.   
 
In July 1860, the President of the United States ordered Harney to St. Louis to take command of 
the Department of the West.  Once there, however, the combination of the onslaught of political 
events and his own political naiveté ruined him.  Although he was a brilliant cavalryman, 
Harney, as a political neophyte, could not negotiate the tangle of political affairs in Missouri.  
Suspected of Southern sympathies by the powerful Blair-Benton faction in Missouri, local 
politicians demanded his removal, and President Lincoln relieved him of his command in May 
1861.  On 1 August 1863, Harney was placed on the retired list.  He was promoted to brevet 
Major General on 13 March 1865 in recognition of his long and faithful service.  President 
Lincoln later admitted that Harney's removal was one of the biggest mistakes of his 
administration.  Harney went on to serve several Indian commissioners and became known as 
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"the nation's greatest Indian expert."  He died in Orlando, Florida, on 9 May 1889.  In his honor, 
the Sioux gave him a title he would have cherished, “Man-Who-Always-Kept-His-Word.” A 

single thread runs through all that he did and tried to do – a fierce desire to serve.  His epitaph in 
Arlington Cemetery captures his humility and dedication to the Regiment.  It reads simply, 
"Harney, Second Dragoons."  In 1985 Fort Leavenworth named its new gymnasium after this 
distinguished cavalryman. 

 

At the opening of the Civil War, now Brevet Major General Twiggs surrendered all Union forces 
and stores in Texas to Confederate General Ben McCulloch.  Twiggs was promptly dismissed 
from Federal service, and on 22 May 1861 received an appointment as a Major General in the 
Confederate Army.  At that time, he was the senior general officer in the Confederate service, 
but the former Dragoon was too old to take the field. 
 
Both the Union and Confederacy thought that Colonel Cooke would support the Southern cause.  
His son, John R. Cooke, became surgeon general of the Confederate Army and the husband of 
his favorite daughter was no less than J.E.B. Stuart. Some even said that he “may pull a Twiggs,” 

referring to the surrender of the Union forces.  Still, his loyalty to the Constitution remained 
steadfast. In November 1861 he was appointed Brigadier General and placed in command of a 
cavalry brigade in Washington.  During the Peninsula Campaign, he commanded the cavalry 
reserve, a division consisting of two brigades.   

 

THE CIVIL WAR YEARS 

 
In 1861 the Second Dragoons were recalled to the east to fight in the Civil War. Because of the 
continuous turmoil on the plains, the Regiment was full of combat veterans.  Thomas John Wood 
was appointed as the Fourth Colonel of the Regiment, and was almost immediately promoted to 
Brevet Brigadier General and placed in charge of a Brigade of Volunteers.  Wood fought the 
entire war with the Army of Tennessee, seeing action at Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge 
outside of Chattanooga. Many illustrious company grade officers commanded the Regiment, 
most notably Captains Wesley Merritt and Theophilus Rodenbough.  

 

The Dragoons' designation was changed to Second United States Calvary Regiment on 3 August 
1861.  Company C was the last unit to fight as Dragoons during the Battle of Wilson’s Creek, 

Missouri.  The Second Calvary fought as part of the First Calvary Division of the Army of the 
Potomac and participated in numerous campaigns in Virginia and the battles of Antietam, 
Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Manassas, Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor. 
 
During the battle of Fredericksburg, Sergeant Martin Hagan and a handful of troopers held off a 
Confederate cavalry brigade belonging to J.E.B. Stuart's corps, allowing the Union Army to 
withdraw across the river. Hagan accomplished this mission without the loss of a single man, 
horse, or major item of equipment, and for his gallant action he was awarded the first Medal of 
Honor of the Second Dragoons. Sgt Hagen is not listed as a recipient of the Medal of Honor by 
any of the agencies tasked to track these things. The Regiment has several sources that indicate 
that he was the Regiment’s first recipient.  The Regimental Museum staff has asked the National 
Medal of Honor Historical Society to clarify this. 
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